criminal underworld. Lately., because o inter-gang
strife., the only patrons of the hotel were Al Capone's
followers, who came there to report on their activities.
"Only now have the police decided to take energetic
measures. At first the search yielded no results, but later
two secret safes were found in the wall of one of the
rooms. When they were opened they were found to con-
tain packages and bundles of cheques and promissory
notes.
"The packages were examined with the object of find-
ing Al Capone's correspondence with accomplices, and
weapons. Nothing of this nature was discovered, but the
cheques and promissory notes yielded unexpected results.
The cheques were signed by well-known high-placed Amer-
ican politicians, and show that not only officials in all
branches of American government and administration
were implicated in the activities of Al Capone's gang,
but even leading personages in Washington.
"The discovery reveals that Al Capone's gang had
close contacts with police officials, prominent politicians
and persons in high administrative posts, some of them so
highly placed that their names cannot be mentioned.
"The news has caused a sensation in political circles
and panic among Al Capone's followers.
"(When the first police report was published, showing
how far the corruption in the highest classes of society
has gone, a large number of speakeasies, where, with the
tacit consent of the police, the indigestible products of
distilleries which fake fashionable drinks were sold, began
to close down.)"*'
The parenthesis is an insertion in the news message
by // Mattino.